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General 
 
1 The following championships are arranged annually: 
 

Club Championships for prints and projected digital images in four classes (see Rule 13 below).  
Four championship competitions will be held during each season on set or open subjects as 
announced in the programme. 

 
Silver Trophy competition for projected digital images on the subject of Natural History (see 
definition below). 
 
David Valler Trophy for the Classical Slides  competition. 
 
Gateway Trophy and the Members' Trophy for the best projected digital image and best print of 
the year. 
 
Spring Shield competition for prints depicting people. 
 
Alan Maddocks Trophy (and Runners-up Trophy) competition for a panel of prints. 
 
Summer Trophy for the best print taken during the preceding summer programme. 
 
The Committee may arrange other competitions 

 
2 The competitions are only open to paid-up members of the Club. 
 
3 An entry in any one class of a competition .shall be limited to three items (ie three prints or 
 three projected digital images or three panels of prints, as appropriate unless otherwise stated 
 
4 Photographs  may be monochrome or colour unless a restriction to either is specified.    There are no 
 restrictions on the nature of the photographic processes used to generate prints or projected digital 
 images  unless explicitly stated to the contrary. 
   
5 Unless specified otherwise, the paper size used in producing any print shall not exceed 20”x16” 
 (50x40cm)   The minimum shall not be less than 10”x8” (25x20cm)   If the paper is trimmed to a 
 non-standard shape, the longer  minimum dimension shall be retained. 
 
6 All prints shall bear on the reverse side the title or caption for identification purposes and the 
 member's name.  The member's name should not appear on the front of the  mount. 
 
 
7 All slides entered for the Classical Slides competition shall be in 2”x2” mounts, shall bear the picture 
 title or caption for identification purposes, the member's name and shall be correctly spotted for 
 projection, i.e. slides will carry a mark or self-adhesive spot in the bottom left-hand corner on the 
 front of the mount.   
 
 The width and height of Projected Digital Images will be specified by the Competition Secretary, 

while images should be of type .jpg and should use the sRGB colour space.   Projected Digital 
Images should be named according to the following example, noting the importance of the word 
“by” and the spaces on either side of  it: 



    SwansatSunset by FredSmith.jpg  
 
8 A print, slide or projected digital image or slide, once entered for a championship competition may 
 not be subsequently re-entered in the same class for a championship competition if it scores 16 
 points  or more.   A print, slide or projected digital image scoring fewer than 16 points may be re-
 entered on one further occasion.   Prints, slides or projected digital images may be entered for more 
 than one class of championship competition, provided they are valid for each. 
 
9 In the Club Championships, the same photographic image can be used both as a print and as a 
 projected digital image only if the two renditions are significantly different in visual appearance (e.g. 
 monochrome and colour versions of the same original would be acceptable, but simple re-cropping 
 would not constitute a significant difference).  
 
10 All entries must be given to the competition secretary by a mutually agreed time 
 
11 Judges will be asked to award marks out of twenty (Half marks not permitted). 
 
12 Certificates of Merit will be awarded for prints slides or projected digital images receiving maximum 
 marks in any competition. 
 
 
Club Championships 
 
 
13 The Club Championships are in four classes: 
 
 Prints: Handicap  Projected Digital Images:  Handicap 
  Open          Open 
 
 Handicaps (prints and projected digital images considered separately) will be assigned to members 
 by the committee at the start of the season, based on a member's score in the previous year.  The aim 
 of the handicap scores is to enable all members to compete together in the same competition whilst 
 explicitly allowing for differences in ability and experience. Handicaps will be added to the actual 
 score obtained in order to create a Handicap Score, which will count towards the corresponding 
 Championship Class.   At the same time, the actual scores obtained will also be recorded and these 
 will count towards the Open Championship Classes.   Each year the challenge is for members not 
 only to win, but more importantly to show  that they have progressed by reducing their individual  
 handicaps.    New members will be assigned a provisional handicap once they have submitted a 
 minimum of six photographs in any one class. 
 

 
13.1 All prints must be suitably mounted, preferably on boards.   In the Standard class, slip-in mounts 
 are acceptable. 
 
13.2 The championship shields will be awarded to the member in each class attaining the highest 
 aggregate marks in the four championship competitions of the season. 
 
13.3 In the event of a tie, a shield will be awarded to the member with the highest number of “20s” or 
 lower scores if there is still a tie. 
 
Silver Trophy and David Valler Trophy 
 
14 These trophies will be awarded to the author of the best single photograph entered. 
 
 
 
 



Members' Trophy and Gateway Trophy 
 
15 Prints and projected digital images scoring 20 marks in any category of the club championship shall 
 be eligible for the Members' and Gateway Trophies respectively.   If there are insufficient numbers 
 the Committee may also admit prints and projected digital images scoring 19 or, exceptionally, 18 
 marks. 
 
 
15.1 Judging the Print of the Year (Members' Trophy) and Projected digital image of the Year (Gateway 
 Trophy) will be made by those members present, who will vote for their choice in a secret ballot 
 using a voting  scheme devised by the Committee.   Unless decided to the contrary, authors of prints 
 or projected digital images eligible for these competitions will not be excluded from voting. 
 
Spring Shield 
 
16 The Spring Shield competition depicting the theme “People” may be run as one of the rounds of the 
 Club Championship if the Committee so decide. Members may enter a maximum of three prints, but 
 the single best print in the opinion of the Judge will determine the winner. 
 
Alan Maddocks Trophy 
 
17 This competition will be for a panel of prints on any topic of the author's choice.   There are no 
 restrictions on the number, size and style of prints, however the Committee suggests a target of no 
 more than 10.   The panel will be judged for its appearance as a whole as well as on the photographic 
 merits of the individual prints. A “Runners-up Trophy” will be also be awarded. 
 
 
Awards 
 
18 The club championship shields, trophies and certificates will be presented to the winning members at 
 the conclusion of the winter season.   Shields and trophies will be held by them until two weeks 
 prior to the Annual General Meeting, or surrendered upon the member leaving the club, if earlier. 
 
19 Certificates of Merit will, so far as circumstances permit, be presented to winning members at the 
 club meeting following the competition in which they were won. 
 
Definitions 
 
20 Natural History.     The Club has followed guidance from the Royal Photographic Society1 which is: 
 

This category covers any of the various branches of natural history, including zoology, botany, 
meteorology, astronomy and palaeontology. 
In general, subjects should be free and unrestricted, in a natural or adopted habitat, although in 
some circumstances, subjects photographed under controlled conditions may be permissible. 
No kind of manipulation that alters the truth of the photographic statement is permissible, except for 
the removal of minor distractions or blemishes. 
 
Photographs of domestic animals should not, therefore, be entered in this category and it is important 
that entries are appropriately titled, i.e. the principal subject is correctly identified using either the 
common or Latin name. When the judge assesses the merits of the entry, he/she will be asked to take 
into account the significance of the photograph to the naturalist. 

 
 
  
 
 
                                                             
1 RPS Distinctions Guidance, issue 2 January 2009 



 
 
 
 
The Merit Shield 
 
 
1 The award shall be known as the Merit Shield. 
 
2 The object of the award is to provide an incentive for members to improve and develop their 
 photographic skill. 
 
 
3 It shall be awarded annually at the discretion and judgment of the club committee tot he member 
 who is considered to have made the most progress in photographic skill during the previous twelve 
 months. 
 
 
4 In the event of a Committee member being nominated for the award he/she shall take no part in the 
 judgment process. 
 
5 The award shall be presented at the end of the winter programme and be held by the recipient for 
 twelve months or until leaving the club if this be earlier. 
 
 
6 The Committee may withhold the award in any year in which no member is considered to merit its 
 presentation. 
 
7 Any member shall be eligible for the award but its presentation is not linked to any particular 
 competition, nor should the number of points gained in competitions be the sole criterion for 
 selection. 
 
8 Whilst it will be possible for an advanced worker to gain the award (for example for progress in new 
 or complicated process), it is envisaged that it will, on the main, be presented to less skilled or 
 experienced workers who demonstrate significantly improved skills in photography, either generally 
 or in a particular form. 
 


